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Dear Giovanna:
I am writing to express my very strong support for the program you are organizing to provide scholarships for AstroMundus students. I understand that these scholarships would be
co-funded by the European Commission, with the other half of the money coming from the AstroMundus consortium of universities and/or from private donors. The scholarships would be
dedicated to selected, top-ranked students who come from countries where the study of astronomy and astrophysics at university level is missing or not yet sufficiently developed. This would
provide a wonderful opportunity to develop strong astrophysics and other science programs in
a much wider range of nations. Because astronomy is often a “gateway” science which leads
young people to interests in a broad range of science, math, engineering, and technology fields,
this program could have a significant multiplying effect on the development of technology in less
developed countries. At the same time, this program would provide European universities access to a relatively untapped well of intellectual talent from these countries, and provide future
contacts between these E.U. universities and the future academic leadership in these regions.
In the fall of 2011, I was an Erasmus Mundus visiting professor at the Institute of Astro– and
Particle Physics at the University of Innsbruck. As part of my visit, I taught a course to the
Masters and Ph.D. students. Thus, I know first hand what an excellent and diverse set of
young scientists the AstroMundus program attracts. (I am still collaborating with one of these
students, Barbara Ramirez from Venezuela.)
This is a great program which I hope will continue to train young astronomers from around the
world! Erasmus
Sincerely,

Craig L. Sarazin
W. H. Vanderbilt Professor
of Astronomy

