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AstroMundus students and alumni authored and/or co-authored several publications on professional journals as well as
conference proceedings either based on / related to their Master thesis work, or on other projects they carried out during
their Master studies, for example in the course of summer internships.
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As a PhD student at the Max Planck Institute for
Gravitational Physics (Albert Einstein Institute)
and
Leibniz
University,
Hannover,
the
AstroMundus
alumnus
Avneet
Singh
participated in the Gravitational Waves discovery
paper, which reports the first detection of
gravitational waves that marked the opening of a
new observational window in Astrophysics.
The detection of gravitational waves from
another black hole merger with the combined
use of 2 Advanced LIGO detectors and the
Advanced VIRGO detector and, for the first
time, the detection of gravitational waves from a
binary neutron star merger were announced in
two subsequent papers that saw the
participation of two AstroMundus alumni as
members of the research team: Avneet Singh
and Odysse Halim, PhD student at the Gran
Sasso Science Institute, L’Aquila. The latter
detection was particularly important, because for
the first time it was possible to combine the
gravitational wave signal with the emission
across the electromagnetic spectrum that
accompanies a neutron star merger event.
The paper reporting the observation of a
kilonova as the electro-magnetic counterpart of
the gravitational wave source has seen another
AstroMundus alumnus in the authoring team,
Aleksandar Cikota, ESO fellow at the
International Max Planck Research School in
Garching.

As a PhD student at the Institute
for Astrophysics at the University
of Göttingen, the AstroMundus
alumnus Christopher J. Marvin
took part in the discovery of an
Earth-mass planet orbiting the
nearest star to the Sun, Proxima
Centauri. Its temperature is
within the favourable range for
liquid water to be present on the
surface.

As a PhD student at the Kapteyn
Astronomical Institute, University
of Groningen, the AstroMundus
alumnus Pece Podigachoski
authored a study providing new
hints to the unification model of
Quasars and radio-galaxies and
co-authored a paper on the
discovery of prodigious starburstdriven superwinds in Quasar host
galaxies.
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AstroMundus alumni who continued their career in Astrophysics are very active in publishing their new research results.
Here are reported only some outstanding examples of works they authored or participated in as co-authors as PhD
students mostly within large international teams.

