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Questions: Word classes

1. Name the members of the open-class words as well as those of the closed-class words!

2. To which group of nouns do the following examples belong?

a) December

b) book:

c) information:

d) The Queen

e) milk

f) bus
3. Name and explain the four formal criteria that characterise adjectives! Use the adjectives long and magnificent as examples!

4. Underline all adverbs in the following examples!


a) The government only gradually reduced the growth rate of public spending.


b) I feel very sorry for her.


c) Norwegian Rottweilers are soundly built, of good size and stable temperament, which probably explains why they are in such great demand not only as family companions but working dogs.

5. Name the five forms a lexical verb can have!

6. What is a subordinating conjunction?

7. What is the semantic function of prepositions such as above, until, or with?

8. Find all determiners in the following sentences!


a) The French have brought many advantages to this country as you no doubt have already seen.


b) These policies have helped to stem population loss and have begun the process of social change designed to encourage more middle-class households to live in east Glasgow.


c) That is the point that is causing the travelling public great concern.
9. Determine the status of all verbs in the following sentences! Distinguish between primary auxiliaries, operator do, modal verbs, catenative verbs, and main verbs!


a) Family credit lasts for 26 weeks at a time, then you will have to reapply.

b) It's only natural that you should want to know about my parents.’

c) And you didn't know about it?

d) I thought I might have lost my job, but I wasn't sure.

