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Walking is one of man’s fundamental modes of relating to the environment, of creating a
sense of place and space. In the modern period, this human practice has also become a
literary theme, a genre or mode of writing as much as a form of movement in space. Hence it
can be said to represent a twofold mediation between man and the world at large: the
corporeal movement in space and time, and the reflection of that movement in literature and
the arts. It is from this double perspective that | explore how walking has been turned into
both an aesthetic project and a form of ‘mobile’ thinking: from Rousseau to André Breton and
Paul Auster, and from Thoreau to Freud and Heidegger.
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