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"Preaching to the Converted": Passions of the Media in Northern Ireland 

The Troubles in Northern Ireland have been, for many, primarily a media event.  Key political figures are savvy in their manipulation of the media, and interested observers know which media outlets will satisfy their predispositions for the "news."   My paper sets up an interdisciplinary dialogue among three different books whose authors have personal investments in the Northern Irish situation: Marianne Elliott's The Catholics of Ulster: A History (London: Allen Lane, 2000), Tony Geraghty's The Irish War (London: HarperCollins, 1998), and Deirdre Madden's One by One in the Darkness (London: Faber, 1996).  Elliott is an academic, writing scholarly history but beginning her book with the observation "I still consider myself an Ulster Catholic" (xxxiii).  Geraghty is a former journalist who notes that "most of the books [about the Troubles] are written by the Irish, for the Irish" (xvii).  His family name used to be McGeraghty (71) and, born in England to Irish parents, he considers those like himself to be "twenty-four carat Irish citizens" (350), an outlook apparently denied by Sinn Fein.  Madden, a novelist born and raised in County Antrim, uses her novels to look at Irish identity in the new global economy. In One by One in the Darkness, Madden carefully examines the peculiarly Northern Irish spin on that situation.  All of these writers, from their varying vantage points, analyze the role of media passions in the everyday lives of Irish citizens.  The Girardian mimetic model can clarify the functioning of the passions these three authors examine in their respective genres of scholarly history, journalistic history, and novelistic history. 

