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In my paper, I’ll explore a number of areas of linguistic theory that have a 

relationship to ideas in Girardian Theory.    One such area is language change, where I’ll talk about classic linguistic notions of prestige and stigma, especially covert prestige.  Covert prestige is the idea that people can hold a positive view towards non-standard language to the extent that they use such language unconsciously while consciously having a negative view towards it.  I try to link this idea to Girardian aspects of resentment and envy.


The area I am most interested in is politeness theory, mostly associated with sociolinguists Penelope Brown and Stephen Levinson’s writings in the 1970s and 80s (and based on earlier work by Erving Goffman on “face-work” ).  It seems obvious to me that language has been involved in helping to structure societies from the beginning of human culture; politeness theory formalizes a structure for our understanding how people interact in conversation so as to maintain their own face (i.e., public persona) and their interlocutor’s face as well.

