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Abstract

In recent years, the rise of partisanship and polarization in U.S. politics results in a democratic system
that’s increasingly considered to be dysfunctional and unable to address national and international
problems. This examination of the contemporary political and governmental landscape in America
will explain the origins of the current problems and the reasons why the Democratic and Republican
parties have become more beholding to their more extreme members. What are the consequences of
what'’s called “base politics” and the possible implications for the 2012 Elections? Is reform possible,
or will stalemate become a continuing feature of American political life?
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